
PO Box 111, Littleton, NH  03561 
(603) 838-5954    

www.BGCNorthCountry.org 

Our mission is to provide a fun, safe, positive place for all children 

of the North Country, under the guidance of caring adults. 

Fall 2021 

SHOP LOCAL FOR  
THE KIDS 

 

Deep Earth Arts 
103 Cottage St, Littleton 

 

50% off all in store & online 
proceeds of Helping Hands 
products sales go to BGCNC 

MARCHING ON MAIN STREET! 
In November, BGCNC joined other area organizations and busi-

nesses to march down Littleton’s Main Street for the festive 

Christmas Parade. This year’s theme was Toyland and our staff 

and team transformed our Club van into Dr. Seuss' Who-Ville 

from The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. It was such a treat to 

get out with the kids and see all the amazing holiday spirit! 

Speaking of holiday spirit. Did you know you can shop local and 

support BGCNC? See below...  

SAYING THANKS!  

Getting Back in the Groove! 

Phew…What a year. Like so many industries, the Boys and Girls 

Club faced challenges unseen before. While we spent most of 

2020 closed to students, we used the time to iron out policies 

for a safe return, as well as sprucing up the Club and installing 

a new air exchange system and hall flooring. Come this spring, 

with COVID precautions in place, we re-opened to limited 

schools welcoming 33 students for after-school care. While this 

was an exciting milestone, our enrollment was just 1/3 of pre-

vious years. Federal and state funding, and your donations, 

helped keep us afloat during  this slow time. By June we were 

able to hold our Summer Camp again and boy were the kids 

(and parents) happy! We were still at just a fraction of our nor-

mal members at 50, but we worked to reimagine field trips and 

activities to be socially distanced and safe, and once again had 

a successful, fun summer session. In September, we began the 

new school year and we are back in the groove! Although still 

with limitations on our numbers due to staff shortages, we are 

serving 38 children from area schools.  

For Thanksgiving, the BGCNC kids dropped off a cake to say thanks 
to the Littleton Police Officers on duty! We are ever grateful to all 

the area Police Departments for their ongoing support.  



 Donor Spotlight  —  Robert and Kathe Tortorice 

A Message From the Executive Director, Sandy Brackett 
They say tough times can make you or break you, we certainly 
tested that adage this year! Throughout the challenges of 
2021, BGC has remained strong, especially as we navigated 
ever-changing COVID procedures, and said goodbye and thank 
you to out-going Executive Director Sara Shovlin. We are tre-
mendously grateful to Sara for her dedication over the past 3 
years, and it has been my honor and privilege to succeed her.  

We experienced monumental changes to our facility in just a 
little over a year! From completion of our ongoing commercial 
kitchen project, to new flooring and painting, to much needed  
parking lot drainage improvements, the Club has been a busy 
place. The COVID closure also gave us the opportunity to add 
an Energy Recovery Ventilator system (fresh air!) throughout 
the building.  

We faced the unthinkable theft of the catalytic converters in 
both of our vans, yet we found the true spirit of community 
through generous donations. Your support allowed us not only 
to make the necessary repairs to the vans, but to also make 
security improvements by adding cameras and door alarms 
throughout the building.  

We continue to build on the foundation of our mission where 
 

no family is denied child care based on 
their ability to pay. I look back on my child-
hood, growing up as a latch-key kid, and 
have often asked myself what a difference 
it could have made in my youth if I would 
have had a safe place in my neighborhood 
to gather with friends and be mentored by 
caring adults. Although I did not have that opportunity of a 
local Boys and Girls Club, as an adult I can help ensure that the 
greater Lisbon-Littleton area always will.  

As we continue with our mission, your gift this year, in any 
amount, will enable us to provide that warm, secure, bright, 
well-staffed Clubhouse for more children of the North Country. 
I am grateful to be a part of this community endeavor and look 
forward to a new year filled with more local opportunities . As 
we usher in 2022 and any challenges it may bring, let us be 
reminded that “Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes cour-
age is the quiet voice at the end of the day saying ‘I will try 
again tomorrow’.”- Mary Anne Radmacher.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, our staff, and our families, 
we THANK YOU. 

Bob and Kathe Tortorice were 

brought up with similar philosophies- 

give back to your community. In 2006 

the duo moved to Franconia to ski 

and enjoy the beauty of the White 

Mountain area. With them they relo-

cated their business – Building Alter-

natives. Back then, they probably did 

not see just how instrumental they 

would be to the Boys & Girls Club of 

the North Country. 

Kathe joined the BGCNC board of directors back in 2012 and 

Bob served on the Facilities Committee. Kathe originally took 

on the role  of chair of the Resource and Development Com-

mittee and was instrumental in maintaining our fundraising 

efforts. Her focus was on getting a kitchen into the Club, and 

 eventually Kathe traded hats, becoming Chair of the Facilities 

Committee to implement those plans. With her and Bob’s ex-

pertise in all things construction, and her dedication to fund-

raising, they combined their efforts to launch, renovate, and 

complete the kitchen project! They have also spearheaded 

the installation of the air exchange sys-

tem, new hallway flooring, and the drive-

way drainage improvement projects, and 

much more. 

Bob and Kathe have made such a tre-

mendous impact on the club, donating 

their time and knowledge for the im-

provements to our facility. In the Spring 

of 2021, we were able to formally recog-

nize Building Alternatives with our Community Partner Award. 

Unable to celebrate without our Heart of the Community 

Breakfast, we had a small socially-distanced presentation at 

the Club to honor them for their commitment.  



With the summer came the departure of Executive Director 

Sara Shovlin. Sara started at the Club in 2018 and in those 

years, she was instrumental in taking the BGCNC to the next 

level. Under her guidance, we were able to increase the num-

ber of school systems served,  as well as the number of chil-

dren we served to approximately 250 youths. Improvements 

to programing and facilities also increased the quality of our 

initiatives. A new gym floor, kitchen renovations, Root-to-Rise 

garden program, Learn to Ski, 

Summer Swim and Rock Climbing 

initiatives are all credited to or 

improved under her leadership. 

But, it was her kindness to chil-

dren, and their parents, that she 

may most be remembered for.  

Sara and her family moved back 

to Pennsylvania where she grew 

up. When she departed, a cele-

bration was held in her honor to say good-bye and to wel-

come our new Executive Director, Sandy Brackett. 

Fond Farewell to Sara 

2021 Tee It Up For Kids 

Remembering Robert “Bob” Butson  

In July, the Club lost one of its founding members- Robert  

Butson. In 2004, Bob, along with a small group of area resi-

dents, set out to create a fun, safe and positive place for the 

children of the North Country. Bob did the initial research of 

youth organizations and recommended the affiliation of the 

group with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, and he 

worked tirelessly to get the club up and running. 

A life-long educator, school principal, coach, and 

friend, Bob impacted many in the 

region, embracing true "Northern 

New Hampshire" values of com-

mitment to the community, to 

family, to truth, to the beauty of 

the outdoors, and to leaving this 

world a better place.  

In September, we gathered to 

plant a lilac tree which blooms in 

early spring and sets the tone of renewal to remember Bob. 

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you Bob. We will 

forever miss your smile and laugh at BGCNC events.  

In June, with COVID restrictions relaxed a bit due to the  

vaccination, BGCNC was able to host our 9th Annual Golf 

Tournament! Held once again at the Maplewood Country 

Club in Bethlehem, NH, we had  a sellout crowd. With folks 

anxious to get back to socializing safely, over 125 people 

gathered outside for a fun day of golf, contests, raffles, and 

prizes. The winners this year were TEAM AMOSKEAG.  

 

We also had a hole-in-one recipient – Ken Westover aced the 

8th hole and won himself a new grill for his efforts, courtesy of 

Lowe’s. All in all, under beautiful blue skies and warm temps, 

we raised over $ 17,000 for our programs.  

In weeks to follow, the Turtle Ridge Foundation held their golf 

tournament at Maplewood, where they generously donated  

$2,500 to our Club!  

Winners of this year’s tournament— 
Team Amoskeag 

Special thanks to Maplewood, our players, 
and all of our corporate, hole, and prize 

sponsors for once again making this event 
so successful! We appreciate your  

generous support of our tournament.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

Sunday June 5th  

Maplewood 
2022 TEE IT UP FOR KIDS  



How You Can Help 
There are several ways you can support the Boys & Girls Club of the North Country.  

INVEST IN BGCNC. We pride ourselves on being able to offer a no-turnaway policy, which allows us to serve all children of the North  
Country, especially those who need us most. By donating to the Boys & Girls Club, you can invest in our scholarship program and help us 
keep up with the cost of our growing numbers. You can also invest your time and talent by becoming a Board member or Volunteer! 

SPREAD THE WORD. In our community, word of mouth can make all the difference. Help us grow by advocating for us at town meetings, 
sharing social media posts, and recommending us to friends and family.  

We thrive off of DONATIONS. Monetary or items of need: toys, games, sports equipment, game tables, and arts & craft supplies!  

Jeff Woodward - Chairman • Dayna Flumerfelt - Vice Chair • William Bedor, CPA - Treasurer • Dee McKown - Secretary  
 Tina Bedor •  Stacey Fish • Teri Gaston • Lisa Jacobs • Jill Kimball • Kathe Tortorice  

Sandy Brackett, Executive Director 

BGCNC Kitchen is Ready to OPEN! 

In March, we took another hit – this 

time with our BGCNC shuttle vans. 

Overnight, the vans were put out of 

service when their catalytic converters 

were stolen. We were devastated. 

Fortunately, our Board Members 

came to our aid. Members, Dayna and Jill quickly set up a 

GoFundMe page for this effort. They shared the initiative 

online through social media channels and before you know 

it, area newspapers and media outlets including WMUR, 

picked up and shared the story.  

The fundraising effort raised over $13,000 with overwhelm-

ing community support. We used these funds to cover the 

deductibles on the van repairs, improve the exterior lighting, 

and add security cameras in our parking lot. Thank You!  

We are so excited! Thanks to all our supporters, the BGCNC 
kitchen is ready to open! We’re just putting up final touches 
and waiting for town and state approval.  

When we started this journey three years ago, we were in-
spired by other BGC Clubs in  the state who were able to serve 
warm lunches and snacks to their members. At the time, we 

were the only Club in the state without a kitchen. But now 
after years of work, planning, and building that dream is set to 
become a reality. We’re helping to break the cycle of poverty 
and food insecurity in the North Country. Stay tuned for our 
official opening coming soon, and thank you for all your sup-
port in making this dream a reality! 

Welcoming New Staff 
We are so thrilled to welcome two new full 

time members to the BGCNC team.  
 
Darrel Gearhart is our Office Manager. He 

comes to us from Easton, NH and has been 

an incredible asset from the moment he 

walked through the door! Darrel is the smil-

ing face you see when you arrive and depart.  

 

Also new this year is Abbey Gagnon of Bath, 

NH, our Program Director. Abbey’s back-

ground in Health and Physical Education has 

proven to be invaluable as she creates inno-

vative programs that utilize the talents of the 

kids she serves.  
 
A great big BGC welcome to Darrel, Abbey and all the staff!  

Van Theft Drives Community Support 

It takes a Village! Thank you to the many community sponsors and partners who have made a difference this year: Rek-lis Brewing, 

99 Restaurant, Littleton Food Co-op, Little City Thrift Store, Little Village Toy & Book Store, Bethlehem Colonial Theatre, North Country 

Climbing Center, Littleton Regional Hospital, CAI Technologies, Littleton Eye Care, Turtle Ridge Foundation, Granite United Way, Rolling 

Wave Foundation, Littleton Rotary Club, Lisbon Lion's Club, Ammonoosuc Community Health Services, Passumpsic Savings Bank, White 

Mountain Footwear, WMUR,  Shaw’s, Team Bonding, Deep Earth Arts ….. and so many more! We could not do this without your support. 


