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THEN -  Mike Ferrant, Past Executive Director  
Michael Ferrant was our Unit Director from 2006-2010. Under his guidance the program grew in memberships and programs. Here is an 
excerpt from his speech at the first Heart of the Community Breakfast in 2007… 
 

“Welcome and thank you all for attending our First Annual “Heart of the Community Breakfast”. This community certainly 
has a big heart, as evidenced by the generosity you all showed for Sgt. Jose Pequeno of Sugar Hill (a local soldier 
injured while serving). As an Iraq War Veteran myself, I will say that support like that can only come from a solid 
community like this one. Today, I want to tell you about another community, also with a big heart of their own. The  
children of the Boys & Girls Club of the North Country have formed their own community that shows unity, shared  
values and the leadership of all successful communities.  I took this job while working in a Children’s Mental Health  

program in St. Johnsbury, VT.  I noticed an ad in the paper for a Director of a new Boys & Girls Club and just couldn’t resist applying. Here’s why... 
 
I grew up about 2 hours south of here in Derry, NH.  When I turned 8 years old, my mother decided to rejoin the workforce she had left behind 
when I was born.  She registered me with the Boys Club of Greater Derry that school year.  Everyday I went to the Club and made friends, got help 
with my homework and learned new concepts like leadership, responsibility and character.  I spent most days and summers at the Boys & Girls 
Club until I was 18 years old and graduated High School.  It was our place and I was able to see the Club’s development and growth through the 
years.  I met my best friend to this day, Bill Graves, at the Club when we were both 9 years old.  Now, 20 years, later Bill was the best man at my 
wedding, mowed my lawn while I was in Iraq and we talk each week.”  

NOW -  Eric Frydman, Current Executive Director  
 
As I read through Mike’s speech from the 1st Heart of the Community event I could not help but reflect on where our 
Club started, how it has grown and the potential we have for even more growth. Our BGCNC, through its quality  
program and caring staff, has impacted the youth we serve, helping them to be successful in all aspects of their lives. 
Together with our community partners we are changing the world one child at a time. When I first met with Mike and 
toured our building I was excited and impressed. More than six years later our building continues to be an impressive 
location for our youth. Our communities are lucky to have such an outstanding facility. 
 
We know that all children do not have the same advantages. Regardless of their daily challenges and struggles, they 
know that the Club is here to support them. For more than 10 years our Club has helped open new doors for our 

members. We make a positive impact on the lives of our members, their families and the community. Yet, our work continues. Together with our 
donors, partners and staff we are committed to helping our youth reach their full potential. Each day, Club members learn new things about them-
selves and the world around them. Their lives are shaped by the healthy choices they make each day. 
 
As the North Country continues to face tremendous growth, the need for quality youth programs also grows. We see that our programs not only 
benefit our young members, but also their families. When we watch the news we are thankful to have a Boys & Girls Club here, a club where our 
youth are given the building blocks to become productive citizens and strong leaders. We could not do this without your help. Over the years we 
have been inspired by your generosity. It is with your continued interest in and support of our club that we can continue to grow and provide our 
youth with the type of support they need. Our young people are learning to be caring, thoughtful and responsible members of our community. 
 

On behalf of our Board of Directors, staff and BGCNC members, I thank you for your continued support!  



 

BGCNC by the numbers then... and now 
           

 
             

INCOME & EXPENSES - NOW AND THEN….. 

Income & Expenses 

For Fiscal Years 

Ending June 

 2007 & 2016  

THANK YOU to the following businesses that purchased 

CDFA grant s credit on behalf of the Club. Your generosity 

allowed us to make energy efficiency improvements to our 

building and to purchase two vans that will allow us to  

expand our afterschool program to additional towns and to 

bring small groups on special field trips. 

Bank of New Hampshire                                                                           
Littleton Coin Company                                                                            

Littleton Food Cooperative                                                                            
Mt. Washington Cog Railway                                                                                   

New England Wire Technologies                                                                              
Passumpsic Savings Bank                                                                                  

Tender Corporation                                                                                                
Union Bank                                                                                                               

Whale’s Tale                                                                                                         
White Mountain Shoes                                                                              

Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank 

 

Associates, Committee Members & Volunteers 

Rick Bidgood 
Allen Cummings 
Anita Craven 
Bob Craven 
Kim DeLutis 
Mike Ferrant 
Dayna Flumerfelt 
Tiffany Hamilton 

Erin Hennessey 
Joe Tavernier 
Dave Lambert 
Barbara Langworthy 
Dick Langworthy 
Becky Metcalf 
Jessica Kimball  
Richard Massimila 

Shannon McKee 
Todd McKee 
Jim Norton 
Trish O’Brien 
Cheryl Quintal 
Phil Rivera 
John Scott 
Ed Shanshala 

Tom Smith 
Matt Tellier 
Bob Tortorice 
Susan Wall 
Kevin Walsh 
All High School 
Volunteers 
 

2006 

2 Communities Served 

60 Area Children Served 

180 Operating Days 

1,400 Square Feet 

2016 

12 Communities Served 

200 Area Children Served 

245 Operating Days 

18,000 Square Feet 

THEN AND NOW, 0 CHILDREN TURNED AWAY FOR INABILITY TO PAY! 



 

 

  COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS  

We would like to give some special recognitions to those that  

have been instrumental in making our journey successful. 

99 Restaurant 

Bank of New Hampshire 

Joel & Catherine Bedor 

Bill & Tina Bedor 

Building Alternatives 

Bob Butson 

CAI Technologies 

Garnet Hill 

Bob & Anita Craven 

Crosstown Motors 

Tom & Ellie Cuddy 

Eames Family 

Edith Crocker Charitable Trust 

 

 

Russ & Linda Gaitskill 

Ruth Griffin 

Ed & Erin Hennessey 

Wendell & Erline Jesseman 

Michael Krupka & Anne Kubik 

Dick & Barbara Langworthy 

Littleton Chevrolet-Buick 

Littleton Coin Company 

LRH Charitable Foundation 

Carl & Nancy Martland 

Dee McKown 

Robert & Christine Meserve 

Mount Washington Cog Railway 

Our sincerest appreciation to those that have gone above and beyond in supporting us                   

through the years. We are humbled by your generosity and ongoing support. 

J. Meyers Builders 

New England Wire Technologies 

Kevin & Trish O'Brien 

Alan & Kathy Ouellette 

Passumpsic Savings Bank 

Dave & Chris Sundman 

Tender Corp 

Turtle Ridge Foundation 

Warren & Rosemarie West 

White Mountain Shoes 

Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank 

Whale’s Tale 

A very special thank you to those that were instrumental in the Club formation.                                              

Your efforts were extraordinary. We wouldn’t be here without your vision! 

 

And a thank you to all of our numerous supporters who’ve helped us through our first decade.                

Your donations and gifts of time are invaluable. We couldn’t carry on our mission without your support. 

Brenda Adam 

Bob Butson 

Candra Canning 

Duane Coute 

Bob Craven 

Anita Craven 

Eleanor Drury 

Denny Engstrom 

Sally Russell  

Joe Flynn 

Erline Jesseman 

Michael Kenney 

Dick Langworthy 

Barbara Langworthy 

Cindy McLaren 

Bruce McLaren  

George Moore 

Karen Moore 

Kevin O'Brien 

Therese Reger 

One day in the life of a child can make a huge impact on their future. 
 

One caring adult can create an unbreakable bond with a vulnerable child that will last throughout their lifetime. 
 

One Boys & Girls Club can offer hope to an entire community. 
 

One gift from you can open the door to a brighter tomorrow for more of our children. 



   

REFLECTIONS FROM THE BOARD CHAIRS 

        THEN - Bob Craven, Past Board Chair    

During late 2004 to early 2005, a small group of North Country residents became concerned that there was no safe place 
for children to go after school to engage in healthy and fun activities. This group was spearheaded by Therese Reger, 
owner of the Four Seasons Sports Center (Evergreen Sports Center), her then-husband Denny Engstrom, Bob Butson, 
principal of the Lisbon Regional School, and Bruce and Cindy McLaren. This nucleus group enlisted additional community 
members who had experience with young people to address this issue, some of whom were: Sally Russell, Bob and Anita 
Craven, and Joe Flynn. 
 
After investigating several possible youth organizational structures, we decided to form the Boys & Girls Club of the North   

Country (BGCNC) as a chapter of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA).  We recruited interested area residents willing to help: Dick and 
Barbara  Langworthy, Kevin O’Brien, Candra Canning, Brenda Adam, Brenda Highland, Erline and Wendell Jesseman, Kelly Jesseman, Mike 
Kenney and Duane Coute. This group functioned as an informal Board, and made decisions regarding the new Club. We restricted membership to 
children in grades 3 through 5. We set the annual membership fee at $25, and decided that scholarships would be available so that no child would 
be denied membership because of an inability to pay.  
 
The Club initially was located in the Four Seasons Sports Center, Lisbon, first, at no cost, and later at break-even cost, thanks to the generosity of 
Therese Reger, owner of the Four Seasons. We obtained a $25,000 U.S. Dept. of Justice start-up grant through the BGC Manchester, and hired 
our first employee Bruce McLaren as the first full-time Unit Director. Bruce underwent four days of training at BGC Manchester. The Club opened 
at the Four Seasons in mid-February, 2005, with a daily after school program for kids in grades 3-5. We established the BGCNC formal  
organizational structure consisting of elected officers, directors and standing committees in April, 2005, and established our own Mission  
Statement:   A fun, safe positive place for all children of the North Country, under the guidance of caring adults 
 
When our first Unit Director, Bruce McLaren, left for another position, Mike Ferrant was hired as his replacement. Mike started work with the Club                     
February 1, 2006.  Mike developed a good working relationship with Copper Cannon Outdoor Center’s Executive Director, Peter Christnacht, and         
established collaborative programs between the two organizations. On May 27, 2006, we moved into our current Clubhouse, located just behind 
the Four Seasons Sports Center in the just-constructed Ammonoosuc  Recreation Center. The kids were very excited about this move and termed 
their new Clubhouse “a wicked awesome place!” The clubhouse is a dedicated facility containing computers, air hockey, fooze ball and pool  
tables, a dance studio, a basketball court, a large activities room and other resources to support healthy recreational, educational, cultural  
enrichment and good citizenship activities for kids. 
 

To read more about the history of the Club as written by Bob Craven, please visit our website  
 

LOOKING AHEAD - THE FUTURE LOOKS GREAT FOR THE BGCNC                                                                            
* Commercial Kitchen * Swimming Program * Serving More Communities * Endowments  * Expanded Programs * New Collaborations *  

GREAT FUTURES START HERE… SEE OUR WEB SITE  FOR MORE INFORMATION  BGCNorthCounty.org  

NOW - Bill Bedor, Current Board Chair  

Ten years, it’s hard to believe. The Boys & Girls Club of the North Country began limited operations in 2005, but 
didn’t truly operate in its current form until 2006. We’ve come a long way in those ten years and this year’s annual 
report is designed to provide you with a “then and now” picture of how we’ve grown. 
 
In those ten years we’ve grown from a small shared space at the Evergreen Sports Center to an 18,000 square foot 
building that we own. We’ve gone from serving just a handful of children each day to averages in the 40’s and 50’s 
and a maximum day of 76! We now help over 200 children per year, a truly amazing number when you consider the 
relatively small size of the communities we serve. 
 
By no means are we done growing and improving, however. Thanks to the CDFA credit funds we received last year, 
we were able to purchase two vans, which will allow us to finally provide transportation from elementary schools in 
Bethlehem, Franconia and possibly Woodsville. While we’ve always served children from those areas, the lack of  
busing has been a limiting factor and we’ll now be able to significantly increase our impact.  

 
We’ve also begun to assess the possibility of expanding the age ranges of the children we accept at the Club. We will research the needs and 
opportunities for extended ages, address the financial factors, and move forward as appropriate. Of course, this will require us to renovate other 
areas of our facility and add new staff and programming. It’s an exciting prospect, but one that will take significant effort and additional funds. 
 

From all of us at the Boys and Girls Club of the North Country, thank you for your continued support.                                                           
Here’s to the next ten exciting years! 


